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Dear Readers, In this issue:
Wishing you all a very happy new year ! Lawyers were trained on international 1. International News 1
and domestic juvenile justice laws. 20180 s

. ) 2.Local News 2
2018 was a busy year for the Dastak Child community awareness programs 3D K CRU N 35
Rights Unit. Throughout the year we worked focused on the rights of the girl child : afs,ta ; .ews ) :
tirelessly facilitating  information -sharing, particularly child marriage and over 150 4.Child Rights in Media 6
building capacity, raising awareness, people in communities of Lahore and 5. Important Links 7
promoting child  rights, enhancing reach Kasur were sensitized on the issue.

and impact, and expanding our network
Overall, t his year did not fare well for
CRU8s work ranged fr o childrights in Pakistan. From famine in

rights of children in conflict with law, those Tharparkar to forced child marriages in
living in alternative care homes and victims interior Sindh, children faced immense
of abuse and neglect. A social learning suffering and human rights violations.
program was implemented in different Pakistan lag ged behind in most of its
juvenile prisons in Punjab in collaboration national and international commitments

with the Inspectorate of  PrisonsPunjab . We to protecting its children
also revived the Children Associat ion (CA)

which is a platform for children from In this newsletter, we will be sharing some
different parts of the country  to learn and of our achievements for 2018 and how
advoca te about their rights. child rights fared overall in the country

and globally. We will try  to focus on the
The first activity of the new CA  was the developments so that we can build on

running an  Environmental campaign them in 2019.

0Chotay Qadam Saaf Watan 6. CRU

worked with more than 300  children from We look forward to a productive 2019.
different schools, promoting their right to We would also like to take this
participation and their right to a healthy opportunity  thank all our partners and

and clean environment. supporters !




Intern ational News 1

Turkey Decl ares 20tle&gamste ar

Child Laborod

TurkishPr i me Mi ni st e rdeclBredn 2018 as thé |
year to act against child labor. Unofficial es timates are
that almost 2 million children are currently subjected to
child labor in Turkey, most of them unregistered and in
non -secure jobs .

A national program covering 2017 to 2023 to act
against child labor had been prepared in coordination

with Labor and Social Security Ministry. The program will
aim to develop fundamental strategies and activities to
prevent child labor and set timelines for activities to be
carried out by cooperating with institutions and
organizations. The program will also try to build social
awareness of the plight of child lab orers and the
government will provide all types of support and
assistance to public institutions.

Source: Daily Sabah

UNICEF GLOBAL ESTIMATES OF CHILD

MARRIAGE 2018

Following the validation of several large
scale national surveys in early 2018
The global number of child brides is now

estimated at

in childhoed  each "year,

More than 260 million children worldwide are out of
school, yet more than half of those in education are not
learning, the World Bank has warned.

The global push to ensure free primary and secondary
education by 2030 has h-aff | op
quality for qguantityo, wher
several years in school yet remain  unable to read, write
or do basic sums according to Jaime Saavedra, who
leads the global education practice at the bank.

Poor countries urged to increase domestic spending on
education as World Bank sounds alarm bell over

6l earning crisisbod

Source: https://www.theguardian.com/global -

development/2018/feb/02/hund reds-of -millions-of -children -in-school -
but -not -learning -world -bank

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/immersive -story/2019/01/22/pass -
or-fail-how -can -the -world -do -its-homework

Global Pledges on Child Rights

A popular American science  -fiction
television series star Millie Bobby Brown
14, was named as the United Nations
Chil dren' s FHimevess and U
youngest ever goodwill ambassador.
0l tds a dream come t
UNICEF goodwill ambassador." the
young actress said.
to join such an impressive list of people
who have supported UNICEF over the
years. o

Source: https://www.unicef.org/rosa/press -
releases/millie -bobb y-brown -named -unicefs -
youngest -ever -goodwill -ambassador

10 October 2018 : UN General Assembly Third
Committee speakers declared <chi | dr
wel | bei ag distadt dr e amo Wi
renewed respect for their rights, notably
protection . Major issues raised by the
delegates that were impacting child rights

today included cyber bullying child marriage |,

corporal punishment , c hi | dr wwine8 s in
policy making and children in conflict situation
(Iraq).

Maleeha Lodhi , Pakistan's Ambassador to the
United Nations , said achievement of the goals
set during the 1990 World Summit for Children
remains a distant dream. Children living in
areas affected by conflict and foreign
occupation are more at risk than ever.

Pakistan has  established a  National
Commission for Child Welfare and
Devel opment to assess an
rights. In February, Parliament unanimously
adopted a child protection bill, envisaging the
establishment of national bodies to protect
children from abuse, maltreatment, neglect
and other forms of violence.

Source:
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/gashc4232.doc.htm

1in 4 Births

Births of around one fourth of children under
the age of five worldwide have never been
recorded. This means that a child is unable
to obtain a birth certificate. As a result, he

or she may be denied health care or
education. Inthe long run, it can mean that
a child may enter into marriage or be
employed , befo re the legal age. In Pakistan

the BR rate stands at 34 percent.
Source: UNCEF Birth Registration Data December 2017
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Local News 2

Child Sexual Abuse Cases Surae i n 2018 In Pakistan

The report quoting newspaper
articles stated that the major crime
categories of the reported cases
from the first half of 2018 are
ab duction (542), sodomy (381), rape
(360), missing children (236), attempt
of rape (224), gang sodomy (167),
attempt of sodomy (112), gang
rape (92) and 53 cases of child
marriages.

The data also revealed that children

in the age brackets of 6 -10 and 11 -
15 are most vulnerable to abuse

Source: Express Tribune

Zainab Ansari: A Six Year Old Girl Raned and Murdered

Pakistan executed Imran Ali, the man
convicted of the killing a six -year-old
girl in a murder that sparked outrage
around the world earlier this year.

The body of six -year -old Zainab Ansari
was found in a garbage dump in
Kasur, Pakistan in January, days after
her parents reported her missing.
Police said she had been raped and
strangled.

Ali, 24, was arrested in January after
confessing to the crime. His DNA was
also found at the scene according to
Punjab Chief Minister Shehbaz Sharif.
Zainab6s case was

° B 9 Cases of Polio Found in
spate of attacks and abductions Pakistan

targeting children in the city of Kasur,
outside of Lahore. Police had
reco rded 12 child murders in the city in
two years, which they believed to be

linked, according to the BBC. Ali was
later convicted of similar crimes
against six other girls.

The total count of polio
cases in the country
reached nine in 2018.

The official website of the
polio programme shows
that in 2018 as many as
three cases each were
reported from tribal

Punjab Government Passed the
Domestic Workers Bill. 2018

districts of Khyber

The Lahore High Court ordered the Pakhtunkhwa and
Punjab government to implement the Balochistan. Two cases
Domestic Workers Bill, 2018, which were reported from KP
criminalizes the employment of and one from Sindh. No
children under the age of 15 as polio case was reported
domestic help. from Punjab, Islamabad,

Gilgit -Baltistan and Azad

Additionally, this new legislature states Jammu and Kashmir in

that the domestic workforce sh  all not 2018.
work over the mandatory eight hours
a day, except out of free will, or be Source:

paid overtime for their labor. It http://www.end  polio.com.pk/

enforces employers to provide a
6dignifiedd work eny
i n mi nd wor ker sod h
concerns. It forbids the use of the
wor d 06servant o as
domestic staff.

The Juvenile Justice System Act of 2018

On May 18 2018, the President
of Pakistan approved the
Juvenile Justice System Act
(JJSA) 2018, which was passed
by the Parliament earlier this
year. JJSA 2018 overcomes the
shortcomings  which  were
present in Juvenile Justic e
System Ordinance 2000, and
strengthens the criminal justice
and social reintegration for
juvenile offenders.

Source: Daily Times

22.6 Million Children are Out of School in Pakistan

At the launch of Society for the
Protection of the Rights of the
Chi | d & sC) AnsuBl R&ort,
the State of Pak
0 2017, it was reported that 22.6
million children of Pakistan are
out of school at present
whereas the budgetary
allocation for education is total
2.5 percent of the total Gross
Domestic Product of Pakist an.

Source: Dailv Times

A Truck Artist Pr omot i ng Gionl &8s

Hayat Khan paints portraits of
school -going girls on trucks
with messages against child

marriages and pr omot &
education. Renowned
activist Samar Minallah

assigned Hayat Khan to paint
portraits of school -going girls
on trucks with the message,
Education is Power and
Education is Light in Urdu.

SINDH GOVERNMENT
ESTABLISHES CHILD HE_INE

Sindh government, assisted by Pakistan
Telecommlﬁaﬂon Authority, has

417 helpline for children,
t idg,them with
\atit will be
idents of rape,

8involved
A\



Dastak CRU News 3

Dastak Child Rights Unit organized provincial consultations on 24

April 2018 in Karachi, Sindh and in Balochistan on 17 August 2018.
The aim of the consultations was to frame an effecti ve action
plan at the provincial level for the elimination of four core issues:

CHILD PROTECTION AGENDA 2018

Different stakeholders and members of the community were = % s\, 9% SNSRI ad

brought together to build a province -wide campaign on these v B LS 5k :!4
core issues and to ensure that the best interest of the child - bz AV
becomes a predominant  factor in all policies of the state. %

18 December 2018: Dastak CRU conducted a celebratory event to commemorate Universal

Children's Day in Lahore on December 18, 2018 at Alhamra Cultural Complex. CRU has been
holding these events for the past many years to facilitate and support activities to advance
childrends right to participation and create an i
expressing themselves. The event was atte nded by from eleven different schools

and institutions of of Punjab . The schools and a lternative care institutions in attendance include d
Najaf Grammar School, Lahore, Lahore Education Society Lahore , Bali Memorial Trust School Lahore
SOS Herman Gmeiner School Lahore , SOSVillages of Faisalabad , Sargodha , Sialkot, Multan , Pakistan
Society for Rehabilitation for the Disabled (PSRD) , Bunyad Foundation and Dastak Informal School
Art work created by residents of SOS during the art competitio ns held at their institutions by the CRU
was exhibited at the event. The performances included national songs, plays on social issues such as

child abuse, child marriages and child labor. Information on an environmental issues run by CA
members was also sh ared with audience. There was a special performance by Lal Band for children.

Dastak CRU organized street theatre in Lahore. Performing arts is
an extremely effective way to engage people and strongly
convey a social message.

A group of your theatre actors presented a story of a family of

two - a young girl , 13, and her father living a village. The father
forcibly marries her to an influential person from the village to
settle a debt.  The girl performs a thought -provoking monologue
in which she explains her plight and of hundreds of other girls who
have the same fate as her.

The play aimed to show to the community that marri age is not a
solution to a problem. It is matter of responsibility which requires
mental and physical
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Dastak CRU News 4

I n 2018, Dast ak CRU started a nChotayn @adamo SaafeWatara |6  Ghai
members of Children A ssociation. The main objective of this campaign was to raise awareness
regarding environmental issues in Pakistan and motivate children to stand up for a cleaner Pakistan.

Every child is entitled to a clean and healthy environment and this campaign was aimed at
promoting this right and educating children on how to participate and contribute to matters
affecting them.

The campaign go als:

Goal 1: Reducing the Use of Plastic Bags - Introducing the Sabz
Bag (Reusable Bag)

_ . The is made
The children designed and prepared  reusable cloth bags and from durable uncolored
distribute d the m in their communities. They took the Sabz bag to fabric which could
different markets. vendors and raised awareness about the carry up to 10 kilograms

weight. The Bag comes

with four small pouches
to separately carry

different kinds of items.

The Sindh cabinet banned the use of polythene and plastic
bags in the province in November 2018 which set an
excellent precedent for other provinces to emulate. CA
members will use the Sabz Bag experience to advocate for
the prohibition of plastic bags in Punjab and to promote such

a ban in Puniab.

v ‘r ¥

A series of orientation sessions were organized in all CA members & . 4
schools. During these sessions children were informed ~ about their rights e ™ /°/::;_\'\
enshrined in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Children and "‘4 \

Constitution of Pakistan and given practical examples of how these
rights come into pl ay.
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